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COMMENTS OF

CgpmumiClJjopl Wm!srp ofAmerica. JR1IP!IJipp.1 URion of i'cn!oak.. ElectricaL
SalaPc4 "'rbjp' ,PM' f"nP"'" W9I's. ens' me AlLCIO DqrargpCPt for
Prpfn-,a' EmJImrw

Our OrguaillQons - W Commw1ieltioc.s WoUeu ofAma:iel~IJUauaQoAslUWOA of
Ele=onic. Elecaical. Sa.1aIied, Marbior aDd F"mi,n," Wotkcs; aocl me AlLCIOD~t £0:
Professic:w Employees - Iespecdu1ly file the fallawiDg commenD in respome m the
Comm;$~'me Notice ofPtOposed BnJecaakinc ("NPRMj reI.sed Match 8, 2000.in the above
aptiolied proceecti:Dg.

The NPRM"I qUCltiom ~emiz1g T110~~ (.D'lV) Q3s:1uzUsJiog ,taDdUd follow
the FCC's reject.icn of the pctiriJm tileQ by Sinclair Btoack:ai=C.1Iic1l sCNgbt'CO modify the
existiag tr.l11smls$ion stmdard to iDdude the ~-developedCOFDM tDoduIation system.

We belicge any deJays in instimting the decided UpOD diptal8-VSB standard would be both
co~ducti'v.aDCl costly. A&c YOUE Commj,sKm W'efWly se1eaed the digital stmdud mo%e
cbm duc.e yea:s ago, our mousma 'begm the pu>ee:.ss of staking Out Nmtes on &-VSB.
Backaacking now would. be DCitbu we I10r~t.

E..-eo. the teeeIlt limited debate .bout DlV bu saved to sloW' the ~cmentof our
coJle~vegoal. TJ~~ fosa:zed by SindNr mo~ otMrbl'O~bas slowed the dipal
ttmSitioA, rev of the possibility of .. chance in=lJtandard has slowed ON sales as well as me
produaicn ofdipalp~being produced forvicwcu.

It is impOJ:fU1t to note that the mnsition illhaciy weJl =duway. Neady rwo-thirds of
Amaicao viewm em DOW RCeWe the 8-V$B sipal. propmriDg it inaeuing and n1cs ofDTV5
adD1" teeeiVCl'S ue gcowme npidly. Bur these pim ue let. than what they should b;;; it this
junctUtt i:t the lDnution. The collective hesitation at this critital moment is rewcting me digiul
'!'osition.
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Ou% unions I'eptesau thousands ofwotkcD \1tho ale and will be affected by issues
l\:mOunding digital~OQ. Our mc:mbea =c:lude me and~who are employed by local
stations, the networks, Holl,,-ood nudio., p¥OfessioullpOttS and. CODSWDCI' e1earoaics
~\1tactw:e:s. Their Nru:e wal being is iD&:micably linked tQ m. SUCoCei. of digiml teleYisiQl1. .Any
inteJ:rUprion, deJay or reat:I2CgemeDr: by the FCC mthe euuent 1Dmmission swulard will adversely
a££cet the lives ofour memben.

Objec~e,~preheaa:iveand vcllooConceived field tenl concluaecl by CBS and omen ba'Ve
yielded fa'VOtable teSt lesulu, which ovav.hclminG,1y aulone S.VSS. ResWa mow that S..VSB
ah:cady outperfOJmi the aiJring uWog sigml and exc:.eeds the IaDp of COFDM Pn'Olmitten. ~
add;'~OD. it is our c=.wnrion that the OET study conducted at the bebast of the .fCC in OctOb~of
1999 QOumms tba~ 8-VSB is the luperiOr approach [0 modWation. The moli'Va~ ofSiDclair _
i~ allies who advocate modifying the stUldard to include COFDM have beeu aDd coociDue to be
5U5pect, hued upou 5hiftiDg buaiuCIS mcdcJs ...~ have mofe to do with e-commer:ce tbm 'With
meeting thcU obUptious to dc1ivu lUgb.-deB.nicicx1 tclev.i.Uon to American viewers.

As o:pmutioQl whose~gmemben depend 011 the success of the a:levWon industry.
we rupea£ully draw your attentiou once mote to the CmnmiHiou'1 owu ~dc:m1 judgment in
adop~8-VSB in the D:st~. Aftu'ln exhaustive plOCC55 that took ~us and thouaands ot
volW:UCUi to complete, the CommisaioA chose the ac.:tual modulation. fully awaIe of !he multipath
is5\1CS. The decUion was m=uded to ensute the fullut replic:ation possible ofcuzrent analog siguIs
throughout me COUDuy.

We UIp the Commission to Slay the course and DOr: allaw the waters to be muddied by
those who would foDab the goal of implcmCDag Wgital~ 1Qr peaonalpm. Moreovu.
we c:a1l on :he CommismOD to ccouzace 6utbc im~emeru:lof 8-VSB :reccivcn. while :ejecting
any future attempts to~. the cumeJ1t Sl:IoZ1dud or delay iu impleraentation.

Those who have advocated the adoption of COFDM have c;ome up wizh a'VUiety of rat

results and demonsaations £w the sole purpose of casting doubt OIl VSB. 'Their~ claims
about the supezioUty DE COFDM Us rezm& ofhypotheti.cal acvices, such u mobile bmadcastmg are
.imply an effozt to avoid duE crimia wbic;h caused S.VSB to be chosen over COFDM in the fiEst
pla~: repliaaou ofaisring analog~~ As the Vxcnmission well bows. the cxilting standard
was se1eacd bued on prOVCll pcrfo",,9.Qce. COFDM sclvocatCS ue mudy trying to change the
goal PO,t Lo imtill c:otafusioa mci delay in the in:spJettla:n:ation of the ~milaiOl1·Sderision to

l;Omplcte the aul,sitiou to cti&i1ll1 te!msiol1.

We mOl1Jly oppolC the Sincl.it p-utiou. aud rhus we objeet to any s.i:x:aW effort r.o
undCUQine m. impletaeDtatioD of the cw:rmt 'mn!imisiion stmdard. We believe that 8-VSB is a
viable technology Ear mod.u1al:ioG wbic:b lw apetienc.eci DOrXeablc improvemcutl and in &ct has
yielded favODble 1'eSWo murbaA evUcmments.

We .pee wil::h the assessment in your tejectiou. of the SmcJair pea.a.on that the exisUac
srancW:d U DOt flawed. and that the ameDtdi!~5will be best ac!cheNcd through the
impt'QVCZDCDt of &-VSB n:c:civas.' nae prob1em.s of teceptilm associated With 8-VSB tie dimiJ:risbing
rapicUy mthe ~.. and 31'1 g==atiou recavas utiliz;iag mhan* chip U'c'b~olol1' We are coafid.=u
that the couccms aver reception issuca will cJ.cdiD. iD impomnce .. m:ewu puforma"UCOD~
to impzove .i'6Qntly.
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1lacFCCatilt -=ely deat lCiecr,tbc CUmmt vmdald~ to maDuK apcm.~
_ mC'lwfiq'comW lw='WIIIaW UJCII$lD Fd't1» poaad. Indud pm me GUm

uu! _ ~J oftbc. .man to dalt, UlJ #&= to chace tK saDclan' wouldpJacz die==
~= jeapucly.....-myemo£~_~Glmou:EW,.lc=:& me
cem.sPan aDcl aU r,,1I"'M'YC1~ 10 nm:.n~ lEotA JotpU _ p~ Sia...VIlOoI

.PftsideciNato.-=ffrc: 'bc:Ria.. lt96..-pa~ ia......he laiddw ""kip1e mnd,..
~=taaly craw...~wwld.ofapann the madre; dlat DO'Sr:r::i.caQs bnS... CDUldmVlSt
.=Usc lOOmC 10~~~=~into1l.1dl.~.

If_~ SCCtO~me nmmWO~mk1D&itJ.cm ..,00,),'.~cdpm
~~wmV,1'TOi",rions~ odHr CQnm:riu- l~is oalr tiID'pa. 'rapW Co', "Df1lClC i>H-rlgg of
D'IV ar;;zinl me cmremmod~s~_IAftwia .mnwia..;Q it6 Q;!Z1,nt cc=!omble
lad iA d:Lue'ftlmlV.t 'CCCluloJop.. ,

On ~aal£o£d:lc. Am glthouwua ofO~membes og~ wca:kiDaf&aecl~ a:.cl
oc~!ioa' cd _ ov.*" milHnn~c=a1m'laS tbatwc tlso =;=-nr, we~lbePee
to m,mrau, m~ fm rhe~ a.vSS, D1Vs=.dud.
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